L'Aapter Ten

SABOTAGE

WHEN THE IDEA OF SABOTAGE FIRST MADE ITS APPEARANCE

in Soviet Russia, it was thought to be a diabolical
invention of imaginative journalists. The administrators
of the Four Year Plan, however, can testify to its reality.
What the workers throughout Germany are to-day
doing in the factories is actually nothing less than sabotage,
despite the severe punishments meted out by the Gestapo.

The population acknowledges the Government as the
final arbiter in the fight with the Protectorate officials,
but is seldom in agreement with its actions. Nor can they
storm against it, for that might cause the Gestapo simply
to dissolve it and forbid any further Government to be
formed. All the Ministers receive their appointments not
from President Hacha but from the Protectorate officials,
who can as easily remove them, and the Protectorate
naturally approves only of a Government in which it
has confidence and such a Government cannot enjoy the
full confidence of the people.

In the first weeks of the occupation the Czechs
threatened to resist the Gestapo by force, but they were
persuaded to be moderate by their more sensible com-
patriots. In Pilsen, for example, some ten Czech youths
threw vitriol at forty German soldiers. In retaliation,
three .times that number of Czechs and Jews were arrested
and the Jews had to pay a fine of more than three hundred
thousand kronen. The arrests increased to such an extent
that the Czechs decided to employ other tactics. The
opposition went 'underground' and all that remained